MY RETREAT according to the Spiritual Exercises
our Lady of Grace, Codogno, August 15, 1884
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God is my Master. He can do with me what } |
wants—console me or trouble me at his good pleasure
As his devoted servant, I must be indifferent to howeye,
he wishes to treat me, tO rejoice in the bitter as well 4
che sweet, reflecting that the Heart of my loving God iy |
full of tenderness for me. Whatever he permits is for my
greater good! Thank you, dear Lord, for afflicting me iy ‘
‘hose situations where I desired and thought it only right
to expect your consolation. Pardon me for the many times

that T have not bowed immediately before your holy will

If I surrender to what is repugnant to my Nature or
intellect, I will gain true merit. On the other hand, if]
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submit only to what p my human nature or self-love,

I will gain litt nd m: nes just pile up |
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fault. iWemusg ot g dectived by BI€at appearances |
jieend solely to what is pleasing to Gog. ik thOu‘g hu;

may seem small and insignificant, . Joseph and Mary
were not engaged in great deeds, but pleased the Mog
High so much that he came to dwell with them. Mary
and Joseph, through your great holiness, bind me closer to
Jesus so I can enjoy peace of soul.

" The person following Jesus Christ must be steadfast in
rance or event, however joyful or sad as it may
oset or glad according t hov things
et have the spirit of God in her, but
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then we should turn to those who represent God for s,
But how can the person who is the spouse of Jesus claim
that her Beloved does not comfcrt her enough? That would
be a great and unpardonable error, C S ¢
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